
STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
February 1, 2018 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, February 1, 2018, was called to 
order at 3:00 p.m. by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., 
Government Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Anita Dodd, Richard Chichester, Jane Conner, Ken Pitts and David Rodriguez 
      
MEMBERS ABSENT: Sue Henderson 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Baker, Mike Zuraf and Denise Knighting 
  
GUESTS PRESENT:  Irma Clifton, Scott Gookin, Mike Carmody, Brad Hatch and Sara Miller 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mrs. Dodd called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. and asked Mr. Pitts to call roll.   
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts called roll and stated there was a quorum with five members present.  
 
INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT – “YOUTH ENGAGED IN STAFFORD” PROGRAM 
 
Ms. Baker stated the Youth Engaged in Stafford Program included students from Stafford County High 
Schools involved in different Boards and Commissions.  She asked Miss Miller to tell a little about herself. 
 
Miss Miller stated she was a junior at Colonial Forge.  She stated she was preparing for college and was 
thinking about majoring in something historical and thought being involved with this Board would be a good 
opportunity. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated if Miss Miller was interested in historic preservation, the University of Mary Washington 
has a very good program.  She then moved on to public presentations. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mrs. Clifton stated she met with the Office of Tourism and Economic Development concerning the 
Christmas Tour in Falmouth, which would be held December 2, 2018 or December 16, 2018.  She stated 
they are planning to hold it later to allow an hour of candle light, and using a shuttle because of traffic.  
Parking will be at Chatham or Belmont.  She also stated there would be discussion at the Monday 
Architectural Review Board meeting concerning electric service and climate control at Shelton’s Cottage. 
 
Ms. Baker stated they would be putting in a rack to the rear of the building to hold the electrical equipment. 
 
Ms. Clifton stated once the property had electric, other events could be held throughout the year, in the 
evenings.  She stated she also provided a list of things that could be done in Falmouth when she met with 
Economic Development.  She stated three things were picked out that would be concentrated on this year, 
with Christmas being the big item.  There would also be something done in September, similar to Yankees in 
Falmouth.  If the electric at Shelton’s Cottage was not under construction at the same time, they would be 
open for Garden Week. 
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Ms. Conner stated Yankees in Falmouth would be September 8th and 9th.  
 
Ms. Dodd turned the meeting over to Kathy Baker for the election of officers. 
 
ORGANIZE COMMISSION. 
 
-Election of Chairperson 
 
Ms. Baker stated she would take nominations for Chairman. 
 
Mr. Pitts stated he would nominate Anita Dodd. 
 
With no other nominations, Ms. Baker closed the nominations and called for the vote for Anita Dodd for 
Chairman. 
 
The nomination passed 5-0 (Ms. Henderson was absent). 
 
Ms. Baker turned the meeting back to Ms. Dodd. 
  
-Election of Vice Chairperson  
 
Ms. Dodd asked for nominations for Vice Chairperson. 
 
Ms. Conner nominated Ken Pitts. 
 
With no other nominations, Ms. Dodd closed the nominations and called for the vote for Ken Pitts for Vice 
Chairman. 
 
The nomination passed 5-0 (Ms. Henderson was absent). 
 
-Election of Secretary 
 
Ms. Dodd asked for nominations for Secretary. 
 
Mr. Pitts nominated Jane Conner. 
 
With no other nominations, Ms. Dodd closed the nominations and called for the vote for Jane Conner for 
Secretary. 
 
The nomination passed 5-0 (Ms. Henderson was absent). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Civil War Database Update – Erik Mink, National Park Service 
 
Ms. Dodd stated Mr. Mink was still in Gettysburg, so they would move to Accokeek Furnace Archaeological 
Studies. 
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2. Accokeek Furnace Archaeological Studies 
 
Ms. Baker gave a brief background stating this was a rezoning application on Accokeek Furnace Road, near 
the site of the old Accokeek Furnace site.  She stated Mike Zuraf was the staff person working on the 
application and there were some visitors concerning the project and she would let them introduce 
themselves. 
 
Scott Gookin stated he was Brookfield’s contact for the rezoning. 
 
Mike Carmody stated he was with Dovetail Cultural Resource Group. 
 
Brad Hatch stated he was with Dovetail Cultural Resource Group. 
 
Ms. Baker stated Mr. Zuraf had a few slides to show.   
 
Ms. Conner asked where Brookfield was located. 
 
Mr. Gookin stated Brookfield Residential was a residential builder and developer with offices in Fairfax.  He 
stated they do projects throughout Northern Virginia, D.C. area and in Maryland.  He stated Woodstream 
was the closest project that was just finished. 
 
Mr. Zuraf showed the location of the site, on the north side of Accokeek Furnace Road.  The property was 
surrounded by Colonial Forge development, which was highlighted in a lighter color. 
 
Ms. Conner asked about the location of the high school and Route 630. 
 
Ms. Baker pointed out Ramoth Church Road, Courthouse Road and the high school.  She also pointed out 
the new development near the high school and stated Woodcutters Road goes all the way up through the 
development to Courthouse Road. 
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning the location of the project and Ms. Baker gave more details using the 
map provided pointing out the historic sites on the property. 
 
Mr. Zuraf stated the proposed site was within the Historic Resource Overlay District. 
 
Ms. Baker noted the three smaller parcels were within the District, but the larger parcel was not. 
 
Mr. Zuraf showed a general view of the proposed development which included townhomes on Accokeek 
Furnace Road, and the upper portion with direct access off of Woodcutters Road would have more 
townhomes.  He stated the two pieces would not be connected by streets, but would have a connecting trail.  
He stated the overall development was for 350 townhomes with public and private streets.  He stated one 
archeological resource was a base of an old chimney, which would be removed with development of the site. 
 
Mr. Carmody stated the Phase 1 study had a recommendation for a Phase 2 study, which would determine 
the significance and if it should be preserved on the site.  He stated if it was significant they would most 
likely revise their site. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the property was the Blackburn property which she recorded approximately 25 years ago.  
She stated there were still remnants of the building, which appeared to be log.   
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Ms. Conner suggested the developer contact some of the existing Blackburns in the area to see if they had 
photographs of the site. 
 
Ms. Dodd asked what a Phase1B study was. 
 
Mr. Carmody stated occasionally a Phase 1 would be processed in two parts.  The Phase 1A was a lower 
price and then allows the applicant to tighten the scope in the Phase 1B, which was more labor intensive.  
Together they comprise a Phase 1. 
 
Ms. Conner asked if they have worked with the George Washington Foundation. 
 
Mr. Carmody stated yes, they have informally met through the attorney.  
 
Ms. Conner stated 350 homes could offer a possibility for education with signage. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated unfortunately the foundation did not have the funds to manage the Accokeek Furnace site.  
They have no way to protect the citizens or the resources, so they would prefer not to have access to the site 
at this time. 
 
Mr. Gookin pointed out the old road going to the furnace on the plan and stated it was not precluding all 
access but certainly limiting public access. 
 
Ms. Dodd recommended a Phase 2 study on the house site. 
 
Ms. Conner asked if any transportation study had been done. 
 
Mr. Gookin stated yes, and was currently under review by VDOT. 
 
Mr. Zuraf stated the intersection of Woodcutters Road and Courthouse Road was also included in the study 
area. 
 
Ms. Baker stated the rezoning goes through public hearings with Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors, and that is when adjacent property owners will be notified.  She stated there would also be a 
staff report to address all of the issues that were brought up. 
 
Mr. Gookin stated they were actually near Ramoth Church and were discussing their impacts to intersections 
at Ramoth Church Road and Kellogg Mill and trying to make the intersection safer. 
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning the site, historical overlay and the Phase 1A and 1B studies. 
 
Mr. Chichester made a motion to recommend a Phase 2 on the house site. 
 
Mr. Pitts seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 5-0 (Ms. Henderson was absent). 
 
3. Whitson Woods Cemetery 
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Ms. Baker provided a map and stated the project was on Highpoint Boulevard, and was an amendment to 
existing proffers, as the property had previously been rezoned for townhomes. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the Cemetery Committee identified a cemetery site between Whitson Woods Place and the 
townhomes to the right of the road, and pointed out the site on the map. She stated when they surveyed the 
site they only found periwinkle.  She stated that the cemetery seems to have been compromised when the 
townhomes were built.  She said that there may still be remains on the top of the hill and felt it would be 
prudent to investigate further.  She stated if remains were found, the Cemetery Ordinance would then fall in 
place and require the size of the cemetery to be established and then add an additional 35 feet around it and 
install a fence, which may change their layout. 
 
Ms. Conner asked if the Cemetery Committee would explore more. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated no.  She then explained that the Cemetery Committee identifies the cemetery and records 
the information seen during the visit.   She stated at times they collect other information and research from 
other people, but they don’t activity do that type of research.  
 
Mr. Zuraf stated staff has not provided comments and would like to include recommendations from this 
Commission that could be forwarded to the applicant. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she felt the cemetery was compromised when the other townhomes were built and thought it 
would be prudent to investigate the area to confirm there were no bodies remaining.  
 
Ms. Baker asked if any of this was discussed during the original rezoning. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she does not ever remember having a conversation about it. 
 
Mr. Pitts asked when the Cemetery Committee did their survey. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she was not sure of the date, but thought it was before the original rezoning.  
 
Mr. Zuraf stated now would be a good time to catch it and advise the applicant.  
 
Mr. Pitts made a motion to recommend a study for a possible cemetery. 
 
Ms. Conner seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 5-0 (Ms. Henderson was absent). 
 
Dr. Rodriguez stated he had a question concerning the developments at Celebrate and how you could stop 
development that is overwhelming the infrastructure. 
 
Mr. Zuraf stated the golf course area was proposed for another rezoning for age restricted housing, which do 
not impact schools.  He stated the other apartments were mostly 1 or 2 bedroom, which would minimize the 
amount of children to attend schools.  He stated currently the Utilities Department was evaluating as well as 
the traffic being reevaluated for the projects located at the end of Celebrate Virginia Parkway. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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4. Secondary Structures 50 Years and Older 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she is still working on the information for secondary structures.  
 
5. Falmouth Master Interpretive Plan Implementation 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she has finished the wordage for Falmouth Master Interpretive Plan Implementation.  She 
stated there was incorrect information for the Hobby School and the Magistrate’s Office, and now that has 
been corrected. 
 
Ms. Baker stated the GIS Department was working on this project and she would forward the updated 
information to Ms. Davis, so they could move forward with putting it live online.  She stated there were still 
a few landowners that have not responded and they need to make sure they are aware that their property will 
be included in the information published online.  She stated it would not allow access to the properties, just 
showing the location on the map so people can drive or walk and know what the buildings were.  She stated 
Belmont and Chatham were additions to the project and we would link directly to their website for 
information. 
 
6. Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys & Investigations  
 
Ms. Dodd stated they would skip item 6. 
 
Ms. Baker stated she was not sure if the Commission saw that the City of Fredericksburg was creating an 
Archeological Ordinance, which was currently going through the public process.  She stated because they are 
moving forward with one, this Commission may want to review and see what it entails. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she was a member of the working group and had the same thought that if Fredericksburg 
had one perhaps Stafford would follow.  She stated that they started meeting last June and it was a great 
group of people working on the project and they are moving forward.  She stated they got a Certified Local 
Government Grant to do the survey.  The Ordinance will include the entire Town of Fredericksburg, not just 
the Historical District.  It appears the Town Council was behind the project.  She stated the group meets 
every month and she could report back to this Commission.  She stated that takes care of her Chairman’s 
report and moved on to reports by Commission members. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts stated one of the Park Service Rangers came over to the White Oak Civil War Museum and asked 
about information about unknown soldiers at the National Cemetery and camp sites.  He asked if the 
Commission members would have a problem if he spoke to John Hennessy. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she did not see any problem and Mr. Pitts could report back to the Commission.  She then 
moved on to approval of minutes. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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November 2, 2017 
 
Mr. Pitts made a motion to approve the minutes with the suggested changes Ms. Dodd submitted to staff. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 5-0 (Ms. Henderson was absent). 
 
Ms. Baker stated she forgot to add it to the agenda, but it was time to move forward with the letters regarding 
the Historic Preservation Awards.  She stated she would like to have concurrence from the Commission to 
send the letter out to the same groups as in the past for nominations by the end of March with the proposal to 
go make the presentation and the second Board meeting in May.  She indicate that staff will move forward, 
and next month we can discuss it further with the Commission’s recommendations. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Pitts made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 5-0 (Ms. Henderson was absent). 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 
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